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Undersecretary of Commerce for Intellectual Property
and Director of the United States Patent and Trademark Office

Washihgton, D.C. 20231

Attn: Ronald Hack, Acting Chief Information Officer

i Re:
|

Dear §ir:

I'ISi1 E. PAHL

"BRETT T SCHWEMER

KAREN R.IARNED
ROBERT A HAHN
NAOMI | L HALPERN
RICHARD D. SIECEL
STEPHEN L LACEY*
JAN M. BRIINNER -~
SUSAN P. CRYMECS=
SHARON D, BROOKS™
RYAN W STROSCHEMN*~

Or COUNSEL

MICHELE 1. CROWN
JURL T. STROBQOS
JACQUELINE H EAGLE
KENNETH D ACKERMAN
MARK L. ITZKOFF

Docket No. 010126025-1025-01/Notice of Request for Comments on Development
of a Plan to Remove the Patent and Trademark Classified Paper Files from the Public

Search Facilities

| As a trademark practitioner, I submit the following comments on behalf of our firm to
convcy our grave concerns rcgarding the Patent and Trademark Office’s (PTO) proposed
dcvcldpmcnt of a plan to remove the classified paper files from the PTO’s public search libraries and
rcplacé them with electronic records. See generally 66 Fed. Reg. 45,012 (Aug. 27, 2001)

; We believe that any plan to remove PTO paper files from the public search fac1ht1cs in favor
of electronic records is, at best, very premature. Electronic trademark records currently are replete
with errors. The paper records provide the only check on electronic data and remain esscntial to

condugting a valid and reljable trademark search. Unless and until the electronic records are made
accurale, any action by the PTO that would make paper records less accessible for public search
would|only foster mistakes in the search process and result in otherwise unwarranted infringement
and sitnilar proceedmgs The aggregate of unnecessary, associated business, administrative and
judicidl costs is incalculable.
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We urge the PTO to retain its paper records system as is until the validity and integrity of an
electronic system can be ensured. We appreciate your attention to our comments.

Yours truly,

Michael J. O'Flaherty

MJO:jdm



